March 20, 1989 LB 262

expand that definition of use to capital construction. There

was much opposition to that and it was based on the fact that
capital construction would probably beconme the predom nant issue

as opposed to tourismpronmotion, which in turn many felt brought

increased revenue into these locales and into the state. |

|l earned a | esson there. What we did in this case, with LB 262,
is provide for a separate fund, provide for a fund that
specificall y and solely dealt with the aspect of capital
i mprovenments to many of these visitor attractions. \whatwe have

here is a bill that says we have two funds now. W established

a second fund. We fundedat the sane level with the commttee

amendnments that we currently fund the Promotion and Tourism

Fund, and we allow for nuch needed i nprovenents to many of these

visitor attractions that don't have the monies currently to

provide fcr that. We also use the same group of people who™ are
currently making those decisiors withregard to tourism ggwe

don't set up any additional bureaucracy. All wedo is provide
them with additional monies through the 2 percent tax to make
decisions that inprove these facilities that bring people jpto

these local areas, that bring dollars, part of that $1.6 billion
tourism industry into the State of .Nebraska, that has grown
approximately 5 to 7 percent every year since the motel-hotel
tax has been i mplemented. |f you ook at LB 262, it clearly

spells out what types of visitor attractions would be eligible.
It is not difficult to understand, so |I'm not going to bel abor

the issue by reading it to you, but it does, on page 5, give you
a definition of what you're looking for.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: ...with regard to the types of uses for the
County Visitors | mprovement Fund.  Anot her aspect of the fund
that you need to recognize is that if there are no need...or
there is no need for jnprovenents, if there is no need for
capi tal expenditures, the nonies fromthat capital fund would
t hen dump over into the Tourism Fund,or could be used in that
aspect, they could be used for the purposes of tourism and
pronotion as opposed to capital construction. |f you look at

the committee record, you will see that a number of those
individuals who at one time opposed this measuregre now very

actively supporting it and feel that not only will it enhance
the...

PRESI DENT: Ti me has expired.
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